
The Swedish National Committee for the Protection of Animals used for Scientific Purposes shall advise 
competent authorities and animal welfare bodies on issues relating to acquisition, breeding, housing, care, and 
use of animals in research. The advice given is not mandatory, however can be used as support. The Swedish 3Rs 
Center works on behalf of the Swedish National Committee.

Furnishings and enrichment for 
laboratory animals
Environmental enrichment is often mentioned in discussions about the welfare of laboratory animals. In 
Sweden there are two concepts used to describe modifications to the housing environment – furnishings and 
enrichment. The two concepts are frequently used interchangeably. The Swedish National Committee for the 
Protection of Animals Used for Scientific Purposes wants to clarify the differences we believe exist between 
furnishings and enrichment.

Furnishings
Refers to resources in the enclosure that 
meet the animals’ basic needs.

Enrichment
Refers to resources provided to the animals to 
offer stimulation beyond their basic needs. 

What constitutes furnishings or enrichment varies between species
Each animal species has certain basic needs that must be met to prevent the animals from experiencing 
negative health and welfare. Such basic needs include food, water, and resting places, but they can also 
include other elements in the animals' environment such as hiding places and raised areas. If the basic needs 
are not met, animals may try to fulfil the unmet needs by exhibiting behaviours that are perceived as 
abnormal.1 The National Committee considers resources that meet basic needs as furnishings. Enrichment, on 
the other hand, refers to resources that go beyond what is needed to satisfy the animal's life-sustaining and 
basic behavioural needs and provide them with extra stimulation.2

Examples of species specific furnishings
• Nesting material for mice.
• Raised area and the opportunity to dig 

for rabbits.
• Dust bath and perch for domestic hens. 

Examples of enrichment that are 
relevant for most species
• Foraging for food.
• Destroying/chewing on materials.
• Dynamic environments.
• Cognitive stimulation.

This poster summarises the 
Swedish National 
Committee's statement on 
furnishings and enrichment 
for laboratory animals. 
Read the statement here: 
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